The Nature of God—

His Eternality
by: Steven J. Wallace

“Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And
his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the
First and | am the Last; Besides Me there is
no God”” (Is. 44:6)."

Isaiah gives us another expression to
consider about our God. He is not only
Jehovah, the self-existing one, the king and
redeemer of man, the commander of an
army of angels, but He is the First and the
Last as well.

This quality suggests that God’s nature is
eternal, without beginning and without
end. He is before all things and will still be
after all things. “Listen to Me, O Jacob, And
Israel, My called: | am He, | am the First, |
am also the Last” (Is. 48:12). This
expression is likewise spoken of Christ in
the New Testament, “And when | saw Him, |
fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right
hand on me, saying to me, ‘Do not be
afraid; | am the First and the Last’™ (Rev.
1:17 cf. Rev. 1:8; 2:8; 22:13). Because
Jehovah is the “First and the Last,” we
should be fully trusting in committing our
lives to Him. He survives all people, places
and things, or perhaps better stated,
“Nothing survives Him.” It accords with His
name, Jehovah. He changes not; He
weakens not; He ages not! He will be with
us during the storm and after the storm, but
of course, He was here before there were
any storms! Likewise we read, “Who has
performed and done it, calling the
generations from the beginning? ‘I, the
LORD, am the first; and with the last | am
He” (Is. 41:4). Note carefully this
alternative expression, “...and with the last |

L All verses are from the New King James

Version unless noted.

am He.” He is with the last and we might
add, He is the same when He is with the last
as He was with the first. “Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb.
13:8). Hence the work which Jesus
accomplished in the New Testament was
known to Him before time began and was
not something that He learned while on
earth (2 Tim. 1:9).

The eternality of God is seen clearly in these
complimentary passages:

e “Behold, God is great, and we do not
know Him; nor can the number of
His years be discovered” (Job 36:26).

e “You, O LORD, remain forever; Your
throne from generation to
generation” (Lam. 5:19).

e “But, beloved, do not forget this one
thing, that with the Lord one day is
as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day” (2 Pet. 3:8).

When we observe the nature of God, we
agree with the conclusion of Isaiah 44:6,
“Besides Me there is no God.” There is
absolutely no God like Jehovah! There is no
God who lives forever, but more than that,
while He lives forever, He is still concerned
with every passing day. The small
increments of life are not ignored by Him
but can become like a thousand years!
While He is King of kings, He still takes note
of the poor suffering person who passes on
to obscurity. The trouble of the poor man
Lazarus was not overlooked by His all
powerful eye (Lk. 16:20, 21). Even the
sparrows whose wings fail to flap and
flutter as they breathe their last touches
the Great One in heaven (Lk. 12:6, 7). Our
God is big, yet He takes note of those things
that are small. “For who has despised the
day of small things? For these seven rejoice
to see The plumb line in the hand of
Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the LORD,



Which scan to and fro throughout the
whole earth” (Zech. 4:10)

There is no other God other than Jehovah
because He is the first and the last, ““You
are My witnesses,’ says the LORD, ‘And My
servant whom | have chosen, That you may
know and believe Me, And understand that
| am He. Before Me there was no God
formed, Nor shall there be after Me’” (Is.
43:10). Any god that men contrive and
worship is no god at all.

There is no savior like Jehovah, “I, even |,

time? Have not |, the LORD? And there is no
other God besides Me, a just God and a
Savior; there is none besides Me” (Is.
45:21). How could a god be more just than
Jehovah who defined to us what sin is, who
modeled before us what righteousness is as
seen in Jesus Christ, and who provided for
us the simple but sweet plan of pardon for
transgression in the death of His own Son.
Hence we join the sentiments recorded in
Isaiah, “Look to Me, and be saved, all you
ends of the earth! For | am God, and there
is no other” (Is. 45:22). We are without

~Gen. 1

The Beginning The End
' : ' Judgment)
 Time ==&  Eternal (fuco :
past 2 Peter 3:8
present Job 36:26 :
future
: The Nature of
-— Space - - =@k Omnipresent = s A s
= === —: heighit = = - —r—i=le — — Jeremiah 23:24 ~Jehovah
depth Psalm 139:8 Is Over
width .
Matter = Spirit The Creation In
. sofid _John424  EveryWay!
liquid Acts 17:24 , y y
gas

~ 1Pet 47, 2Pet.3

am the LORD, And besides Me there is no
savior” (Is. 43:11). When God saves, He
redeems, and He redeems because He
loves. There is no God who loves like

Jehovah (Jn. 3:16).

There is no God like Jehovah who is just.
The created gods spoken of in history were
based more on the imagination of man than
of fact and they didn’t love mankind nor
were they just like Jehovah, “Tell and bring
forth your case; Yes, let them take counsel
together. Who has declared this from
ancient time? Who has told it from that

excuse to deny the Lord God, especially we
who live on this side of the cross, “To you it
was shown, that you might know that the
LORD Himself is God; there is none other
besides Him” (Deut. 4:35). What else could
the Lord have provided for us? He has given
us an inspired Bible full of evidences,
principles, examples, laws and truth. He has
provided us equally the means to know
Him. He has provided us the plan to be
saved and outlined for us the way to get to
heaven. Indeed as Moses said, so should
we, “Therefore know this day, and consider



it in your heart, that the LORD Himself is
God in heaven above and on the earth
beneath; there is no other” (Deut. 4:39).

Understanding the eternal nature of God
helps us understand origins. Our universe
consists of three primary dimensions of
time, space and matter which are each
further divided or measured into three
(time = past, present, future; space =
height, depth, width; matter = liquid, solid,
gas). That these things exist cannot be
denied; yet, it should be equally forceful
that the cause of these three things should
be greater than these. Hence the signature
of God is seen in nature and conveys clearly
that He is greater than anything in nature.
In relationship to matter, God is spirit (John
4:24). In relationship to space, God is
omnipresent (Jer. 23:24). Finally, in a
relationship to time, God is eternal, hence,
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, ‘who
is [present, sjw] and who was [past, sjw]
and who is to come [future, sjw], the
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Almighty’” (Rev. 1:8). The great universe
project, is an effect of a Great God; it cries
out “Almighty Cause” who is spirit,
omnipresent and eternal. Only Jehovah
suits this call. “For since the creation of the
world His invisible attributes are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that
are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse”

(Rom. 1:20).

The subject of God is in fact a grand subject
to think about. His work, affection and
interaction with man is a most edifying
contemplation. In fact, there are no greater
thoughts written down to meditate on than
those penned by Paul in 1 Timothy 3:16,
“And without controversy great is the
mystery of godliness: God was manifested
in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by
angels, Preached among the Gentiles,

Believed on in the world, Received up in
glory.”
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