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Remaining Faithful

F genuine concern to many persons contemplating obedience to the gospel is the question of

whether they can remain faithful to the Lord after they do so. Some ponder the question to such a

degree that they become convinced that they can’t and use such a decision as an excuse for
disobedience.

In studying what the Bible has to say on the subject, it is first necessary to make certain we are speaking
of the same thing. Temptation, which our Lord himself suffered on the mount with Satan, and the human
desire to yield to temptation are two completely different things. Our Lord was tempted in every manner
that we are — YET — without sin, according to Hebrews 4:14. To the individual who is convinced that it is
totally impossible for him to remain faithful, we must quickly direct his attention to 1 Corinthians 10:13 -
“There (s no temptation taken you but such as is common to man. but God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able’ but will with the temptation also make a way of escape, that ye
may be able to bear it.”

Also of interest to the concerned sinner is the fact that a developing Christian will find faithfulness a
constantly easier thing as he learn and applies the gospel. The Psalmist wrote, “through thy precepts | get
understanding, therefore | hate every false way.” As a Christian matures, temptations begin to lose their
power or may even no longer be temptations. A noted gospel preacher once listed four activities for the
Christian to insure faithfulness. He called them “backsliding preventatives.”

To begin he said, let God say something to you every day; that is, read the Bible. “Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105). “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is
in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night” (Ps. 1:1-2).

Secondly, he said, say something to God every day. Pray to Him. James points out the value of this
advice when he said, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”

We should also say something for God each day. The usefulness of this practice is boldly expressed in
James 5:19-20. “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth and one convert him, let him know that he
which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins.“The expression of our faith in God can do nothing but strengthen each of us.

Lastly, it was noted that each Christian should do something for God each day. The Bible clearly points
this out in 1 Corinthians 15:58. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” The
growing Christian will find faithfulness easier in the knowledge that his work here is gaining for him an
eternity in heaven, where temptation will not exist and where he can be with the God he is now striving to
please.

—Randy Blackaby (adapted from the Spirit’s Sword] Vol. XVI; No. 30)





